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SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

CAJSTADIAN SECTION 

A meeting of the Canadian Section was held at Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, Jiine 4, 1921. The report of a special committee appointed 
at the last meeting, February 4, 1921, on fire protection, where con- 
nection is made with a city main, was read by Alexander Milne, 
chairman of the Section, and was discussed by C. D. Brown, G. G. 
Powell, W. H. Randall, and A. Milne. 

In the afternoon a luncheon was held, at which Mayor Stevens 
of Niagara Falls, Ontario, spoke in brief, welcoming the members to 
the city. The luncheon was followed by a paper on "The Water 
Supply on the Niagara Frontier," by Dr. R. C. Snowden, chemical 
engineer with the Hooker Electrochemical Company of New York. 
The paper was discussed by F. A. Dallyn, C. D. Brown, F. W. Frank, 
A. U. Sanderson, N. J. Howard, H. G. Hunter, J. J. Salmond, and 
the author. 

A paper by F. A. Dallyn, on the "Water Supply of the Niagara 
Peninsula," was not presented. on account of the lateness of the 
hour. The manager of the Canadian Engineer agreed to print it 
at once to make it available to the members. 

It was decided to hold the next annual meeting at Brantford, 
Ontario. The date is to be determined by the Executive Committee. 
Considerable sentiment appeared in favor of a mid-winter meeting. 
The place and date for such a meeting were left to the decision of 
the Executive Committee. 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: Chair- 
man, R. C. Harris; vice-chairman, H. G. Hunter; secretary-treasmrer, 
C. D. Brown; trustee, J. J. Salmond. 

IOWA SECTION 

The seventh annual convention of the Iowa Section was called 
to order in the ball room of the Hotel Castle, Omaha, Nebraska, by 
Chairman Frank Lawlor, at 10:00 a. m., November 1, 1921. An 
address of welcome on behalf of the City of Omaha (in the absence 
of Mayor James C. Dahlman) and of the Metropolitan Utilities 
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SOCIETY AFFAIRS 135 

District, was made by Mr. Fred D. Wead, Chairman, Metropolitan 
Utilities District, Omaha. Chairman Frank Lawlor responded. 

The following topics were discussed after the addresses: 

"Proper Charges for Hydrant Rental." Discussion opened by 
C. L. Ehrhardt, City Engineer, Boone, Iowa, followed by William 
Molis, Muscatine, Iowa; Charles R. Henderson, Davenport, Iowa; 
F. P. Larmon, Omaha, Nebraska; F. D. Wead, Omaha; Peter Kern, 
Fort Madison, Iowa; Ed. Brown, Eau Claire, Wisconsin; F. B. 
Gallagher, Independence, Missouri; F. M. Johnson, Terre Haute, 
Indiana; C. D. Robison, Omaha; and closed by C. L. Ehrhart. 

"Charges for Depreciation of Water Works Systems." Discvfe- 
sion opened by C. L. Ehrhart, Boone, Iowa; followed by F. P. Lar- 
mon, Omaha; R. H. Holbrook, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and C. D. Robi- 
son, Omaha. 

It was moved by C. L. Ehrhart and seconded by R. H. Holbrook 
that the Legislative Committee take up the matter of the proper 
protection of depreciation funds built up by water departments. 
The motion was carried. 

"Routine Analyses for Water Plants." Discussion opened by 
J. J. Hinman, Jr., Iowa City, Iowa, followed by C. A. Jennings, 
Chicago, Illinois; R. H. Holbrook, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; H. V. Ped- 
erson, Des Moines, Iowa; R. N. Tracy, Lincoln, Nebraska; W. A. 
Hendry, Waterloo, Iowa; H. V. Knouse, Omaha, and the discussion 
was closed by J. J. Hinman, Jr. 

"Placing and Locating Gates on Water Mains." Discussion 
opened by William Molis, Muscatine, Iowa; followed by H. V. 
Knouse, Omaha; C. R. Henderson, Davenport, Iowa; F. W. John- 
son, Terre Haute, Indiana, and C. L. Ehrhart, Boone, Iowa. 

" Iron in Water Supplies." Discussion opened by J. J. Hinman, Jn, 
Iowa City, Iowa; followed by Ed. Brown, Eau Claire, Wisconsin; 
and C. A. Jennings, Chicago, Illinois. 

The meeting adjoiu-ned at 12:00 noon for luncheon. The attend- 
ance at the session was 30. 

The Section reconvened at 2:00 p. m. when the following papers 
were presented: 

"A Facultative Spore-Forming Lactose-Fermenting Bacillus 
from Iowa Surface Waters. (B. macerans?)," by Jack J. Hinman, 
Jr., and Max Levine. The paper was discussed by William Molis 
of Muscatine, Iowa, and R. N. Perkins of Omaha, Nebraska. 
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"Does Bile Inhibit or Stimulate the Growth of the Colon Group?" 
by Max Levine. The paper was discussed by R. N. Perkins of 
Omaha. 

The round table discussions were again taken up as follows: 

"Screening Equipment for Removing Debris from Intake Water." 
Discussion opened by S. L. Etnyre, Council Bluffs, Iowa; followed 
by Frank Lawlor, Burlington, Iowa; R. H. Holbrook, Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; H. P. Letton, Lincoln, Nebraska; and J. J. Hinman, Jr., 
Iowa City, Iowa. 

"Iron Removal by Aeration." Discussed by R. W. WaJUs, 
Ames, J. J. Hinman, Jr., Iowa City, Iowa; H. P. Letton, Lincoln, 
Nebraska; and T. C. Messplay, Omaha. 

"Type of Valve Box and Packing for Street Valves." Discussed 
by H. V. Knouse, Omaha; William Molis, Muscatine, Iowa; S. L. 
Etnyre, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and A. E. Jones, Chicago. 

Frank Lawlor then read a resolution prepared by C. R. Hender- 
son of Davenport on the subject of automobile pumpers. The 
resolution was referred to the committee on resolutions when such 
committee is named. 

The session then adjourned. Attendence at session, 45. 

In the evening, at 8:00 o'clock, the Section was entertained with 
a smoker by courtesy of the local members of the Association and 
the manufacturers' representatives. 

The session was called to order on Wednesday, November 2, by 
Chairman Lawlor at 10:15 a. m. to listen to the reading of papers 
given below: 

"Sanitary Control of the Krug Park Swimming Pool" by R. N. 
Perkins. The paper was discussed by C. A. Jennings, Chicago; 
J. J. Hinman, Jr., Iowa City, Iowa; and Edward Bartow, Iowa City, 
Iowa. 

"The Disinfection of Water Supplies and its Relation to the 
Public Health," by C. A. Jennings, Chicago. The paper was dis- 
cussed by Frank Lawlor, Burlington, Iowa; Edward Bartow, Iowa 
City, Iowa, and William Molis, Muscatine, Iowa. - 

"Methods of Treatment of Missom-i River Water" by S. L. 
Etnyre, Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

The session was adjourned to meet again at 3:00 p.m. for the 
reading of additional papers. 

The members of the Section proceeded by automobile to the 
Broadway Pumping Station of the Council Bluffs City Water Works 
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where an excellent luncheon was served by the courtesy of the Trus- 
tees of the Coiincil Bluffs Water Works. Following the luncheon 
the members of the Section posed for a photograph on the lawn of 
the plant. An inspection trip around the Broadway Station and a 
trip to the River Piunping Station on the banks of the Missouri 
River was taken where the members of the party had an oppor- 
tunity to see the present methods of treating the water and to in- 
spect the new basins under construction at that point. 

The reading of papers was resumed at 3:00 p.m. in the following 
order: 

"The Cement Gun in Water Works Practice" by L. R. Talbot. 
Frank Lawlor, Burlington, Iowa, and S. L. Etnyre, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa, discussed the paper. 

"Water Softening as a Factor in Municipal Supply" by W. M. 
Barr, Nebraska. Joseph B. Thomell, Council Bluffs, Iowa; Ed- 
ward Bartow, Iowa City, Iowa; T. C. Messplay, Omaha; and S. L. 
Etnyre, Coimcil Bluffs, Iowa; discussed the paper. 

Chairman Lawlor then announced the membership of committees 
as follows: 

Auditing Committee: R. H. Holbrook, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
R. N. Perkins, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Resolutions Committee: Ed. Brown, Eau Claire, Wisconsin; 
R. N. Tracy, Lincoln, Nebraska; C. S. Bums, Kansas City, Missouri; 
C. L. Ehrhart, Boone, Iowa. 

Nominations Committee: Chas. R. Henderson, Davenport, Iowa; 
Edward Bartow, Iowa City, Iowa; William Molis, Muscatine, Iowa; 
Homer V. Knouse, Omaha, Nebraska. 

The session adjourned and the members, by courtesy of the Omaha 
Fire Department, were enabled to see an exhibit of representa- 
tive units of equipment which were drawn up in front of the hotel. 

The Auditing Committee, through R. H. Holbrook, reported 
that they had gone over the books of the Secretary-Treasiurer and 
foimd them correct. The report was unanimously accepted. 

The following officers were elected: Chairman, J. Chris Jensen, 
Coimcil Bluffs, Iowa; Vice Chairman, Peter Kern, Ft. Madison, 
Iowa; Director, Harry P. Letton, Lincoln, Nebraska; Director, 
C. L. Ehrhart, Boone, Iowa. The Executive committee reap- 
pointed J. J. Hinman, Jr., Iowa City, secretary and treasurer. 

The question of transferring the date of the meeting of the Sec- 
tion from the fall to the spring in order to fall in Une with the plan 
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of holding an intersectional meeting, as was done at Chicago since 
the last meeting of the Section, was referred to the Executive Com- 
mittee with power to act, with the provision that Messrs. Bartow, 
Henderson, Molis, and Knouse be consulted before action was taken. 
Charles R. Henderson of Davenport, Iowa, then presented a 
resolution on the use of automobile pumpers for raising fire pressure. 
It was discussed by C. S. Burns, Kansas City, Missouri; Homer 
V. Knouse, Omaha and S. L. Etnyre, Council Bluffs, Iowa; and 
C. R. Henderson. The resolution was finally unanimously adopted 
in tlie following form: 

Whereas, there are serious objections to the practice of raising water 
pressure on systems of water mains at time of fire, 

And Whereas, the increase of pressure in itself results in more water being 
discharged through the numerous leaks which always exist and more water 
being used through fixtures, in damage to plumbing, in the breaking of service 
pipes, and, at times, the breaking of large water mains, all at a time when the 
whole water supply should be strictly conserved. 

And Whereas, accidents to pumping machinery and valves are more apt 
to occur, and do occur, under the additional strain and during the excitement 
of raising fire pressure, 

And Whereas, increased pressure ordinarily requires that water stored in 
elevated reservoirs be shut off during fires, and so made unavailable, in order 
to permit of direct pumping into the mains, resulting in an extra burden being 
placed upon filter plants, and consequent danger of an epidemic following a 
conflagration, 

And Whereas, in handling fires in high buildings, and in the case of other 
serious hazards, fire departments now require larger and more powerful 
streams far beyond the capacity of domestic water works systems to supply, 

And Whereas, such streams and such pressure can be furnished by motor 
pumpers without the hazard of raising pressure in the city mains, making 
more and shorter lines of hose available without the heavy expense for equip- 
ment and operation formerly required in the case of steam fire engines, 

Thebeforb, Be It Resolved, by the Iowa Section of the American Water 
Works Association, in Convention at Omaha, that we recognize the hazard 
and expense incurred in raising fire pressure in domestic mains, and we de- 
clare it as our opinion that such method constitutes an undesirable practice, 
and that the practice of raising fire pressure by means of motor pumpers or 
other auxiliary apparatus should be extended as rapidly as possible, as being 
more suitable, more economical, and in the best interest of the whole people. 

Forty-six persons attended the banquet of the Section at the 
Hotel Castle. Chairman Lawlor acted as toastmaster. The speak- 
ers were as follows: 

Hon. James C. Dahhnan, Mayor of Omaha. 
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Hon. John Lee Webster, Attorney, Metropolitan Utilities Dis- 
trict, Omaha. 

Dr. Edward Bartow, President of the American Water Works 
Association. 

Chairman Lawlor called the session to order at 9:45 a.m. on 
Thursday, November 3. The following papers were read: 

"Fighting Algae with Copper Sulphate and Chlorine" by Charles 
R. Henderson, discussed by Edward Bartow, Iowa City; William 
Molis, Muscatine, Iowa; W. A. Hendry, Waterloo, Iowa; and R. N. 
Tracy, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

"Water Piu-ification in Iowa," by Jack J. Hinman, Jr., with 
lantern slides. 

"The Omaha Water Plant" by Frank P. Larmon. 

This completed the formal program of the convention which was 
then adjourned. 

In the afternoon the members of the Section were taken by auto- 
mobile to the Minne Lusa Pumping Station of the MetropoUtan 
Utilities District of Omaha at Florence, Nebraska. 

CALIFORNIA SECTION 

The second annual meeting of the California Section was held 
at Los Angeles on October 1 and 2, 1921. There was an attendance 
of seventy-two from all parts of the State. 

The following papers were read: 

"Fire Protection," by R. E. Andrews, Asst. Chief Engineer, 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, printed in this issue of the 
Journal. 

"Causes and Prevention of Electrolysis Troubles in Under- 
ground Pipe Systems," prepared by E. B. Stewart, and read by 
H. Reinhardt, Asst. Chief Engineer, East Bay Water Company, 
Oakland. 

"Water Meters," by Geo. Reed, Supt. Service and Meter De- 
partment, Los Angeles. 

All of the papers were freely discussed. The remainder of the 
time was spent in general discussion of waterworks problems, in 
which a great niunber took part. Dinner was served at the City 
Club of Los Angeles, after which Mr. Wmi. Mulholland, Chief 
Engineer of the Los Angeles Bureau of Water Works and Supply 
gave an interesting talk on the Los Angeles Water Supply. 
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On October 2 a trip was taken to the points of interest in the 
Los Angeles water works system. Luncheon was served in the 
construction camp at the San Fernando Dam. 

The following officers were elected for the coming year: Chair- 
man, G. A. Elliott; vice-chairman, L. M. Anderson; secretary-treas- 
urer, Geo. W. Pracy. The additional members of the executive 
committee are C. G. Gillespie and F. N. Isaacs. 

MINNESOTA SECTION 

The tenth meeting, on November 4, 1921, was the best ever held 
by the Minnesota Section, both from the standpoint of interest 
shown in the meeting and of the number in attendance. The pres- 
ence at the meeting of the national president, Dr. Edward Bartow, 
undoubtedly created unusual interest in this meeting and brought 
out the record attendance of 54. 

Dr. Bartow spoke of the advantages of membership in the Ameri- 
can Water Works Association and emphasized the need for increas- 
ing the membership, if the Association is to continue the program 
already undertaken for increasing the benefits to its members. 

Dr. H. E. Robertson of the Mayo Clinic and Professor of Pathol- 
ogy at the University of Minnesota presented an interesting paper 
replete with new ideas for consideration by waterworks men. This 
paper is printed in this issue of the Journal. An interesting dis- 
cussion of the paper followed its presentation. One physician 
present called attention to the prevalence of goiter at Akron, Ohio, 
as stated in an article pubUshed in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association for October, 1921. The whole discussion dem- 
onstrated the need for a closer relationship between the medical 
profession and the water works men in solving some of the newer 
problems of pubUc health. 

Dr. H. E. Barnard, Director, American Institute of Baking, 
Minneapolis, read an interesting paper on the subject of "The Min- 
erahzation of Waters with Respect to their Fitness for Commercial 
Use." 

Mr. C. A. Jennings, Wallace and Tiernan Company, Chicago, 
111., presented a paper, illustrated with lantern slides, on the subject 
of "The Disinfection of Water Supplies and Its Relation to Public 
Health." 
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The afternoon session was devoted for the most part to the pres- 
entation and discussion of subjects that were of general interest. 
A few subjects for discussion were printed on the program and other 
questions were suggested by those present. 

The whole program was designed to interest those who were 
attending the sessions of the Minnesota PubUc Health Association, 
the State Sanitary Conference, and the Minnesota Educational 
Association, which meetings were held simultaneously at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. The meeting of the Minnesota Section was 
a part of the general Health Conference. 

The Section voted to hold its spring meeting at the same time 
and place as the League of Minnesota MunicipaUties, at Crookston 
in June, 1922. It was also voted to hold the 1922 fall meeting at 
the same time and place as the next State Health Conference. It 
is possible in this way to disseminate information concerning the 
waterworks field to a much larger group of persons and thus to in- 
crease materially the membership of the Minnesota Section. 

The death of Mr. F. W. Cappelen, City Engineer of Minneapolis, 
formerly a Trustee of the American Water Works Association, 
and first Chairman of the Minnesota Section, occurred on October 
16, 1921. A Committee was appointed to draw up suitable reso- 
lutions for publicatioii in the Journal. The report of this com- 
mittee was accepted and a copy of the resolutions was ordered to 
be sent to Mrs. Cappelen. 



